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Top tips for homework booklet & other useful documents:

4. Lend a Hand

e e S L e s

your child, go to the schoo

Top Tips for Parents

Oaklands Junior School

Top Tips for Homework

English
Reading is the foundation to writing and the more than you can encourage your
child to read, the more their writing will imprave

As part of their homework, children are expected to read at least five times a week.
To try to make this a more positive and productive time, see the ‘10 tips on hearing
your child read’ section in our ‘Helping your child with English’ document

For all primary school children, even If they are a confident reader, we would rec-
ommend the following to help them continue to develop their reading skills

Children read aloud to an adult at least once a week.

Anadult reads a more challenging book to your child at least once a
week,

Spend time discussing what you are reading (before, during and after
each ‘session’) — see the 'Reading Comprehension Questions’ section of our
*Helping your child with English’ document.

Other ways of supporting your child in reading and writing at home are:

Spending time with them editing their homework,

Playing word games and doing activities like hangman, wordsearches &
crosswords,

Use spelling apps such as ‘Squeebles’, ‘Mr Thorne's spellbook’, ‘Spelling
Shed"’ or ‘Spelling hangman’.

Encourage them to keep a diary, write a blog, send emails and / or
letters ta family and friends.

Spending time talking! Listening to and taking part In discussions will
widen your child's vocabulary and improve their sentence structure.

The mare time you are able to Invest in your child's reading and writing, the more
benefit they and you will see, However, striving to get a balance can be difficult,
and regular shorter sessions is better for you and your child|

Below are links to support you and your child

Homework advice booklet

Times Tables activities (can also be adapted for addition and subtraction)
Helping your child with English

Grammar glossary

National Curriculum Grammar Objectives Years 1-6

|deas to help with reading, writing and maths (NZ Government website)

Calculation guidance
Hit the button
Learn your times tables

Timestables.co.uk

Tablestest.com



Helping your child
with maths



Would you say this to
your child?

“I’m rubbish at reading.”

“I’m not very good at writing so that’s probably
why you find it hard!”

“Don’t worry. | used to hate reading and writing
at school too.”




Background to maths at OJS
Mr Lee's Top tips
Useful links




Pillars of maths at OJS

Place Value Models and Doubling and
and the Images Halving
Number
System

0 Presentation-Process:com




The CPA approach

The CPA Approach

CONCRETE -
using physical objects
to solve maths problems.

PICTORIAL -
using drawings
to solve maths problems.

ABSTRACT -
solving maths problems
using only numbers.




Every year counts!

KS2 Maths SATs papers analysis

Percentage of questions from each year group curriculum across
Arithmetic and Reasoning

Year 2017 2018 2019 2022 2023 2024
< 7% 9% 10% 8% 12% 11%
4 26% 18% 21% 23% 20% 21%
> 25% 26% 21% 32% 32% 19%
6 41% 47% 47% 37% 36% 48%




Retrieval is key!
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Now time for a test!

* Please look at the sheet of paper under your chair.
* Are you ready?
* How are you feeling?



Maths anxiety

Maths anxiety is an emotional response characterized by
feelings of tension, apprehension, or fear that interfere
with maths performance.

Academic research emphasizes that tackling maths anxiet
requires a multi-faceted approach involving teachers,
parents, and the students themselves in order to change
attitudes and break the cycle of fear and failure.

Get left
behind

Avoidance




Mr Lee’s top tips

repetition, repetition, repetition!

number bonds, times tables

cards, dice, board games, songs

cooking, telling the time, shopping, measuring,
timetables, reading maps




Useful resources / links

e Maths at home guide — including extra links

* Brush up your maths confidence: National Numeracy Challenge.
e Activities on NNC website.

* Links on next pages for practising maths and times tables

* Our website and us!



https://thestouracademytrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/maths_at_home.pdf
https://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/challenge/?_gl=1*o3nl66*_up*MQ..*_ga*NjEwODA3ODM2LjE3MzkyNzUyNDg.*_ga_8HX4CC2EJK*MTczOTI3NTI0Ny4xLjAuMTczOTI3NTI0Ny4wLjAuMA..*_ga_WLEY5P8CB6*MTczOTI3NTI0Ny4xLjAuMTczOTI3NTI0Ny4wLjAuMA..*_ga_G3033MB7WR*MTczOTI3NTI0Ny4xLjAuMTczOTI3NTI0Ny4wLjAuMA..
https://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/helping-children-maths/activities?_gl=1*157he6b*_up*MQ..*_ga*NjEwODA3ODM2LjE3MzkyNzUyNDg.*_ga_8HX4CC2EJK*MTczOTI3NTI0Ny4xLjAuMTczOTI3NTI0Ny4wLjAuMA..*_ga_WLEY5P8CB6*MTczOTI3NTI0Ny4xLjAuMTczOTI3NTI0Ny4wLjAuMA..*_ga_G3033MB7WR*MTczOTI3NTI0Ny4xLjAuMTczOTI3NTI0Ny4wLjAuMA..
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Free resources

The Ultimate Times Table Practice Sheet | Teaching Resources (tes.com) - Free times tables practice sheets
generator

Hit the button — https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button

https://www.timestables.co.uk/ - great free site with teaching, practice and games

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/maths/primary-multiplication-division/help-with-times-tables/

Songs - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z97rdnb#zw6k7v4

Games - https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/times-tables-games/

Useful blog with different ideas - https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/how-to-help-your-child-learn-times-
tables-at-home/

/—



https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/the-ultimate-times-table-practice-sheet-6354624
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://www.timestables.co.uk/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/maths/primary-multiplication-division/help-with-times-tables/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z97rdnb#zw6k7v4
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/times-tables-games/
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/how-to-help-your-child-learn-times-tables-at-home/
https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/how-to-help-your-child-learn-times-tables-at-home/
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Paid for resources

Subscription / cost — focusses only on learning times tables

https://www.funkeymaths.com/ - Tables cards £10. Play games with physical cards, used in school.

Squeebles tables: https://keystagefun.co.uk/ttconnect/pricing/ - £2/month £20 a year (up to 4 children)

Times tables rockstars - https://ttrockstars.com/families - £9 a year (up to 3 children)

Math loops - 99p app from app stores

Subscription / cost — focusses on improving both general maths and times tables

hitps://komodomath.com/plans - £9.99/month. Winner of Best Home & Family Learning Resource in
the BET Awards

https://doodlelearning.com/tables-app - £13/month or £120 a year

hitps://www.mathletics.com/uk/ - £12 a month or £60 a year



https://www.funkeymaths.com/
https://keystagefun.co.uk/ttconnect/pricing/
https://ttrockstars.com/families%20£9
https://komodomath.com/plans
https://doodlelearning.com/tables-app
https://www.mathletics.com/uk/

Helping your child
with English



The best way
to support

your child
with their
English...
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Benefits of reading with your child

Bond- physical closeness of reading and over shared interests.

Improves reading fluency and comprehension.

Develops vocabulary- 90% of your vocabulary comes from reading books.
Helps with spelling and grammatical understanding.

Lets their imagination run wild and inspires them to write.

They gain a deeper understanding of the world and develop empathy.

Helps with academic success across the board.



Tips for supporting your child
with reading:

« Set up a regular reading routine.

. Hlave a comfortable space where reading can take
place.

* Visit the local library.
« Access digital reading resources and audio-books.
« Choose new books together.

» Ensure that books are appropriately challenging
and encourage a variety of genre.

* Borrow books from friends and family members.

» https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-
pupils/

CONSISTENCY

Read to your child
everyday!

It doesn't have to be a lot. It
just needs to be consistent!

MIRRORING

Be a good example and
make sure you read, too!
They will mirror your
behavior!

=la)

PREFERENCES

Don't dwell on any books
that they don't particularly
like - pay attention to their
preferences!

=
B

!/
INDEPENDENCE

Encourage your child to start
reading independently. The
more familiar they are with
the text, the more likely they
will pick up a book!

AVAILABILITY

Provide your child with
books that are appropriate
for their reading level and
make the books accessible !
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https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/
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Extract from ‘The Wizard of Oz’
By L. Frank Baum

While Dorothy was looking earnestly into the
queer, painted face of the Scarecrow, she was
surprised to see one of the eyes slowly wink at
her. She thought she must have been mistaken,
at first, for none of the scarecrows in Kansas ever
wink; but presently the figure nodded its head to
her in a friendly way. The she climbed down from
the fence and walked up to it, while Toto ran
around the pole and barked.

“Good day,” said the Scarecrow, in a rather
husky voice.

“Did you speak?” asked the girl, in wonder.

/ Reading Yipers \

Vocabulary

Infer

Predict

Explain

Retrieve

Sequence or Summarise




Examples:

V' What is meant by the word earnestly?
I' How can you tell that Dorothy is a brave character?

P' Do you think the scarecrow would have replied to Dorothy? What might he have
said?

E' How does the author make the scarecrow seem like a nice character?

R' Why did Dorothy think she must be mistaken?

S' Put these events in order: the scarecrow spoke, the scarecrow winked, the scarecrow

nodded its head.



How to support reluctant readers

Break reading down into a less daunting task. A lengthy book can be very overwhelming!

Start by choosing to read something quick that appeals to your child’s interests e.g. an instruction booklet
for building Lego or a recipe. It doesn't have to be a story, just something that can be enjoyable and
purposeful.

Have a choice of books available so the child feels like they have a say in what they read.

Little and often is great. Start by setting timers for shorter intervals and gradually build up.



How to support your child with writing

« Consider short writing opportunities linked with your child’s
interests e.g. a 50-word review of a new game or a tutorial for a
particular hobby.

* Encourage writing journals/ diary entries after a fun/ eventful day.

Model writing- to-do lists, note taking, grocery lists.

Look at half-termly gold paper writing and get the children to
explain the purpose, audience and effect on the reader. Ask them
how they edited their first draft and what they feel proud of.



”

Keep a record of words that your child
got wrong from any spelling tests
taken home (High frequency words,
lower and upper key stage word lists
and half-termly tests).

Choose a method that helps them e.g.

say it wrong to spell it right and keep
practising!

Model using a dictionary to check
spellings.

Sounds Write approach to spelling.

N\
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How to use
Sounds-Write
techniques to
help children
spell
polysyllabic
words

1.

How many syllables in ? Use your
jaw to help you!

. Draw a line for each syllable.

. What's the root word? Any prefixes /

suffixes?

4. What is the first syllable?

o

O N o

What sounds can you hear in the first
syllable? Write down the spellings for them.

Repeat step 3 & 4 for the next syllable.
Say the sounds and read the syllable.
Read the word.

Use a dictionary to check it!
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