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A Quick Guide for Parents

A Thinking School is one where thinking underpins
learning; where thinking skills and strategies are
taught explicitly and are then used to develop a
deeper understanding of the curriculum.

Children are encouraged to become more
independent and co-operative learners, taking
responsibility for their own learning and
recognising the skills needed alongside a
knowledge-based curriculum to achieve as highly
as possible. We are not yet a Thinking School but
we are well on the way to becoming one.

P4C

Children have embraced the use of philosophy in the class-
room. They know that their ideas and the ideas of others
have value and that there is not always a right or wrong an-
swer. P4C means that children gain the confidence to have
an opinion, give reasons for it, ask questions while all the
time learning through discussion.

At Oaklands Junior School, we use the 4C thinking model as
a focus for our P4C enquiries (Caring, Collaborative, creative
and critical thinking). Classes have stand-alone enquiries,
based on a stimulus, as well as in lessons that are based on
a topic that we are studying as part of the new National Cur-
riculum. Paula Jones is our P4C leader and has undertaken
further training to support this role.

Writing Tools

Writing is your best thinking written down

Using ‘Thinking Maps’ as a starting point for planning
and developing writing, we use a range of tools to sup-
port writing. We use the boxing-up criteria tool as well
as shared and modelled writing to develop thinking and
the ‘Write-from-the-beginning’ process may also be
used to help develop structure and detail throughout the
process.

Thinking Families

Children are placed in Thinking Families, which contain
children from all year groups. We run a Thinking
Families session every half term, alternating between a
Thinking Families lunch, when families sit together to
discuss a range of topics and share opinions, and the
Thinking Families Day, where we have a specific focus
that is approached in a range of styles to engage all
children in their thinking and learning.

Thinking Maps

Thinking Maps, developed by Dr David Hyerle, are a set
of eight visual tools to teach universal thinking process-
es. They provide a common visual thinking language
and are used for the explicit teaching of cognitive skills
that can be transferred into all curriculum areas and with
all age groups.

Thinking Maps are well tried and tested and have been
shown to be effective in teaching young people how to
develop and use a range of thinking processes. They
extend the quality of thinking and help to create effec-
tive learners.
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