1. Make Time

Make time, even 5 minutes could help!

Your child will benefit from you getting involved in their

homework tasks.

If your son/daughter knows that you care they will be more likely to want
to do homework and hand it in on time.

You can encourage learning while you are out and about together, in the
car, shopping, eating meals and even in your local community.

It's also a good idea to set a routine for homework (and stick to it) — like
after tea. It helps to know what homework your child has and get a sense
of how long it should take them.

There’s always something happening that you can both talk and learn about!

2. Experience Counts

Try and link life and leisure experience to your child’s school
work e.g. visits to the park, museum or days out.

Remember your child will enjoy spending time with you alone. Learning
together and sharing experiences will help your relationship grow
stronger. Your child will enjoy leaming about you and your experiences,
as well as doing new things together.

3. Take an Interest

Let them know you want to be involved.

Make time to ask your child about what they are
studying and what they have leamed. Another great
way to show you are interested is to attend school
activities such as parents' evenings and sport events. =¥
There are lots of ways you can help your child with their
homework, especially if they get stuck. Have a chat about what they did
last time it happened and what you could do to help, or where you could
both look for help.

8. Give Praise

Let them know they’re doing a good job! w

Let your child know that you are pleased with

their progress. Help them to make activities and o
learning tasks feel more achievable by showing

them just how much they have already achieved. D
Remember — you can show them how not giving up and hard work can
lead to success.

9. Go to School!

Talk with your child’s teachers — they will be pleased that you want
to get involved.

Let them know that you are keen to help your child with their study and
that you want to get involved in their leaming experiences.

You could ask them questions about:

* How your child is doing at school

= What they might be struggling with

* How you can help your child

+ What your child's behaviour is like at school

10. Reward Progress
Set goals and provide treats for achievements.

Let your child know that you are there to encourage and support them
to learn. Let them know that they are making good progress

and that you are pleased with

their efforts. Help
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their time at school.

4. Lend a Hand

Let them know you’re there to help.

Help your child to use resources that are available to them such as
the local library, the Intemet or books. Talk about school and learning
activities in family conversations and make sure - that if they need help
they know they can ask you to give them a hand.

5. Watch the Telly

Use TV progr as prompts for di 1
and learning, e.g. popular soaps and soap
characters’ lives could provide topics for
discussion.

Make sure TV time is a set time and that it does not

get in the way of study time. Make TV a treat for progress rather than a
background feature.

6. Remove Distractions

Help your child concentrate by creating the best leaming environment,
e.g. take the dog out of the room or turn the volume down on the TV.
Provide an area that is light and fairly quiet. It doesn't have to be fancy
- the kitchen table, a space in their bedroom or a corner of the living
room will be fine, as long as homework is given priority and they are not
interrupted.

7. Have a Look

Check to see how your child is getting on
with their homework.

By seeing their progress you will find out if
they need any more help or encouragement.
When they've finished, have a look and
see how well they've done with their work.
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Maths

Alongside any maths work sent home, you can support your child by helping them
learn key number facts:

Adding and subtracting numbers up to 20 e.g. 7+8, 13-9

Learning times tables and related division facts e.g. 3x7=21; 21+3=7
Doubling and halving numbers

Understanding the place value of digits - e.g. hundreds, tens and ones

Useful resources include a deck of cards or 10-sided dice. They can be used in a
range of ways e.g.

Dice:

3 Roll two dice and add or multiply the two numbers together. You could also
find the difference between the two dice.

o Roll one die and double it
Cards:

3 Turn over two cards and complete the multiplication calculation. Jack = 11,
Queen =12 and a King means squared. So, if a 9 and a King were turned over,
the answer would be 9° = 81.

You could also add the two cards or find the difference.

For further ideas on games and activities to play with your child, go to the school
website:

Top Tips for Parents

Be positive about maths. Try not to say things like "l can’t do maths" or "l hated
maths at school” - your child may start to think like that themselves.

Point out the maths in everyday life. Include your child in activities involving num-
bers and measuring, such as shopping, cooking and travelling.

Praise your child for effort rather than for being "clever". This shows them that by
working hard they can always improve.




