
 

Top Tips for Homework 
Age related suggestions to support 

your child in reading, writing & 

maths: 

https://parents.education.govt.nz/primary-
school/learning-and-development-at-home/
ideas-to-help-with-reading-writing-and-
maths/  
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Maths 

Alongside any maths work sent home, you can support your child by helping them 

learn key number facts: 

 Adding and subtracting numbers up to 20 e.g. 7+8,  13-9 

 Learning times tables and related division facts e.g. 3x7=21; 21÷3=7 

 Doubling and halving numbers 

 Understanding the place value of digits - e.g. hundreds, tens and ones 

Useful resources include a deck of cards or 10-sided dice. They can be used in a 

range of ways e.g. 

Dice:  

 Roll two dice and add or multiply the two numbers together. You could also 

find the difference between the two dice. 

 Roll one die and double it 

Cards:  

 Turn over two cards and complete the multiplication calculation. Jack = 11, 

Queen = 12 and a King means squared. So, if a 9 and a King were turned over, 

the answer would be 92 = 81. 

 You could also add the two cards or find the difference.  

For further ideas on games and activities to play with your child, go to the school 

website: 

Top Tips for Parents 

 Be positive about maths. Try not to say things like "I can’t do maths" or "I hated 

maths at school" - your child may start to think like that themselves. 

 Point out the maths in everyday life. Include your child in activities involving num-

bers and measuring, such as shopping, cooking and travelling. 

 Praise your child for effort rather than for being "clever". This shows them that by 

working hard they can always improve. 

English 

Reading is the foundation to writing and the more than you can encourage your 

child to read, the more their writing will improve.  

As part of their homework, children are expected to read at least five times a week. 

To try to make this a more positive and productive time, see the ‘10 tips on hearing 

your child read’ section in our ’Helping your child with English’ document. 

For all primary school children, even if they are a confident reader, we would rec-

ommend the following to help them continue to develop their reading skills: 

  Children read aloud to an adult at least once a week.  
  An adult  reads a more challenging book to your child at least once a 

week. 
 Spend time discussing what you are reading (before, during and after 

each ‘session’) — see the ‘Reading Comprehension Questions’ section of  our 

’Helping your child with English’ document. 
Other ways of supporting your child in reading and writing at home are:  

  Spending time with them editing their homework. 
  Playing word games and doing activities like hangman, wordsearches & 

crosswords. 
 Use spelling apps such as ‘Squeebles’, ‘Mr Thorne’s spellbook’, ‘Spelling 

Shed’ or ‘Spelling hangman’. 
 Encourage them to keep a diary, write a blog, send emails and / or 

letters to family and friends.  
 Spending time talking! Listening to and taking part in discussions will 

widen your child’s vocabulary and improve their sentence structure. 
The more time you are able to invest in your child’s reading and writing, the more 

benefit they and you will see. However, striving to get a balance can be difficult, 

and regular shorter sessions is better for you and your child! 

  


